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Abstract:

1. Introduction

Textbooks are the media that teachers and students use every day so sometimes as a whole
syllabus, the teacher emphasizes it. How textbook content is organized, is an important factor in
determining how to learn. Sometimes inefficiencies and inadequate content make students
difficult to understand or have less than expected results. Non-Persian language textbooks,as well
as other educational content, are no exception.Obviously,if the teaching resources of Farsi are
more comprehensive and accurate and understandable to learners and create less of a challenge,
they will be a good tool for teaching Persian to non-Persian Speakers effectively. The variety and
quality of books available for teaching English and many other scientific languages,has made it
easier for teachers to teach their respective languages and it has also facilitated learning for
learners. The books available for teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers unlike other languages,
is limited to a number of special books and relevant training centers and teachers are very limited
in the choice of teaching options. Therefore,enriching resources as much as possible, can be an
effective and useful step in education.

One of the factors that can be incorporated into the design of a book, especially textbooks, is
Grice's cooperative principles in conversations because it results in an efficient transfer of
meaning. Herbert Paul Grice -language analytical philosopher- writes “Logic and Conversation”.
In order for one person to be able to interpret another person's words, some kind of cooperative
principle must be taken into account.At the elementary level of language learning, it is difficult
to understand the pragmatics of the second language,and failure to observe it will lead to
ambiguity and difficulty. Therefore, it is important to observe this principle in books related to the
teaching of non-Persian languages.Five-volume series of the “Modern Persian Language
Teaching”,written at different levels from elementary to advanced, is one of the newest in the
field of foreign language education. Therefore, in the present study, it has been attempted to
analyze these books using the Grice principles.

2. Theoretical foundations

The theoretical framework for the current research is based on the pragmatics and Grice’s
cooperative principles.Grice’s cooperative principles,is one of the most commonly used topics in
pragmatics. It deals with the communicative role of sentences and how language is used in relation
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to humans. In this respect, it is particularly important in pragmatics.Grice has named the
“Principle of Cooperation” and he has called the four principles of quantity, quality, manner, and
relation, Maxim.He outlined the principle of cooperation in four groups, as follows:

Maxim of quality:Do not say what you believe is false and also do not say that for which you lack
adequate evidence.

Maxim of quantity: Make your contribution as informative as is required and do not make your
contribution more informative than is required.

Maxim of relation (or relevance): be relevant, and says things that are pertinent to the discussion.
Maxim of manner: Avoid obscurity of expression and ambiguity. Be brief (avoid unnecessary
prolixity) and be orderly.

3. Deta Collection Method

In the present study, the cases of Observance and Non-observance of cooperative principles in
“Modern Persian language teaching textbooks” by Ehsan Ghabool (1396) have been analyzed,
violation and flouting of maxims, opting out, infringment and suspension of maxims.This is done
separately from beginner to advanced levels. The method of research is qualitative-quantitative
and data analysis method is descriptive-analytical. All of the conversations in five-volume series
of these textbooks have been reviewed and analyzed.The data of this research are: 76
conversations, totally containing 1972 sentences.Conversations in the CDs of each book have
also been written by the researcher and then analyzed.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The data obtained from five-volume series of the Amoozesh e Novin e Zaban e Farsi Textbook
shows that, we have the highest level of maxims observance -three maxims of quality, relation
and manner- at the elementary level.The result shows the strength of the elementary level because
this level is for beginner learners who have little or no knowledge of Persian pragmatics and if
observance of cooperative principles at this level is low, language learners will have trouble and
there will be no proper training.

At mid-level, data review indicates that all the maxims are lower than the advanced level, which
is a far-reaching result.

At the advanced level, a survey of data shows that in this volume, each of the four maxims is
more than the middle level which is a desirable and expected outcome. At this level, learners are
expected to be familiar with linguistic concepts and also to some extent able to communicate, so
it is better to apply the concepts of pragmatics at this level and it's easier to learn.Age, gender,
social status, and experience in the relevant L2-speaking communities, previous experiences with
pragmatically competent L2 speakers,are considered to be important factors in the successful
production and reception of pragmatic concepts.

At the elementary level of foreign language learning, learners are often younger,and as they age,
their understanding of language pragmatics increases.So it is better and more acceptable-both in
the native and foreign language- to consider the upward trend in Non-observance in textbooks.
As learners' pragmatic capability is gradually increasing in line with their direct and indirect
language acquisition and training, non-observance is expected to increase gradually, from basic
to advanced levels. An upward trend in the training of applied concepts has been well respected
at both the elementary and advanced levels but at the middle level we are experiencing a
downward trend.

The reason for this can be traced back to the gap between the real consciousness and the ideal
consciousness that Goldman speaks of. This distance is unfamiliar to a foreign learner and the
author's trust in the reader ideal consciousness is to the extent that the necessary relationship
between the author and the reader is disturbed.

Keywords: Grice’s cooperative principles, Amoozesh e Novin € Zaban e Farsi Textbooks,
pragmatics, Non-observance of cooperative principles.
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