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Abstract:

In most educational systems, textbooks are the most common tool in educating learners.
The majority of textbooks add visual images with the aim of helping students have a
thorough understanding of topics and contents of lessons. These visual images such as
pictures, photos and paints, etc. are adopted to transmit the information of different
matters. Multimodality is one of characteristics embedded in these discourses. In
language teaching, the teacher also needs to use visual aids. Visual aids motivate
learners, make them interested in learning, and make learning easier. Persian language
textbooks for non-Persian speakers are very versatile today. Nowadays researches show
that using visual (also images) and written texts together help learners more. But how
are images of such books represented? There is a wide range of approaches to this matter
among the existing studies on textbooks. These books have both verbal and visual layers.
The understanding of meaning not only requires the analysis of language in text, but also
the study of other semiotic resources, such as images, gestures or sounds. This study was
an attempt to employ a multimodal analysis of educational books to ascertain the extent
to which visual and verbal components create meaning. The theoretical basis of this
study was social semiotic theory proposed by Kress and van Leeuwen (1996/2006)) and
Halliday’s (1976/2004) systemic functional theory which investigate images and their
related texts in three meta-functions including representational, interactional
(interpersonal), and compositional. The present study investigates the central concerns
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of the use of text and visuals within the Language learning textbooks taught at University
which have been prescribed by Ahmad Saffar Moghaddam. To do this, the Language
learning textbooks were evaluated and analyzed. The main objective is to “identify the
visual strategies used by writers and illustrators, to convey a representation of reality, to
create interaction with readers and to form coherent wholes of communication. The
results of the research findings indicate that in the analysis of the three representational,
interactive and textual meta-functions of the investigated images, narrative images have
very low frequency but the conceptual type has very high frequency and does not depict
actions and events. In the sense of interpersonal meaning, most of the participants have
more imagery and less interaction among the participants. At the contextual level, most
participants are presented with long-shut images, and their location in the image
indicates a participant's prominence. Due to the color of all images, the image is of a
natural kind and of a high degree of realism. The illustrations in this book aim to present
and understand the dominant patterns of Iranian national religious culture to its non-
Persian speaking audience. Images often depict non-Iranian students and are gender-
represented equally. Out of a total of 64 analyzed images, about 8 images are the main
subject of the human, 8 images are the main subject of those objects (Iranian miniature
calligraphy and painting) and other images (about 48 images) are dedicated to historical
and religious sites, but no images are related to the subject. Animals have not paid. One
of the important and valuable points in representing these images is the strong presence
of students in the images. In all of these images, male and female students and professors
are interacting with each other. Another important point in the representation of these
images is the emphasis and use of religious and national tools, signs, and symbols. The
use of images of the shrine of Imam Reza, Hazrat Abdolazim and Imamzadeh Saleh and
the mosques of GoharShad and Sheikh Lotfollah are considered as symbols of the
religion of Islam. The depiction of Persepolis, the tomb of Ferdowsi, Sa’di, Attar,
Khayyam, Ibn Sina and Ferdowsi are all symbols of the national history. The
simultaneous emphasis and use of these national and religious symbols together induces
and strengthens the national-religious sense in the audience. In introducing the cities of
Iran, the squares, the bazaar and the University of Tehran are depicted. Therefore, it can
be concluded that these images reflect a fairly realistic picture of Persian-speaking life.
The results of this study and the other studies (like this) can help to increase the
knowledge and awareness of textbook authors in using images in the learning process of
learners. The study is intended to serve as a framework for assisting authors, teachers
and other professionals involved in writing and teaching textbooks that are “appropriate
for students specially students of Persian language”. Findings of the study pedagogically
call for using appropriate pictures of real people and real environment which provide
sufficient input for language learners.
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