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Extended Abstract:

The application of technology into language learning and teaching, called Computer-
Assisted Language Learning (CALL), has gained popularity among language educators
in recent decades, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, many
researchers have conducted various studies on diverse aspects of language education
worldwide. Likewise, Iranian researchers have published massive studies on CALL. The
researchers of this study believe that there should be a comprehensive analysis of the
published papers focusing on CALL. Therefore, this systematic review presents an
overall picture of CALL studies in Iran by concentrating on technological tools, research
methods, data collection tools, taught languages, fields of studies, language skills and
components, and theoretical frameworks. Following a systematic analysis, we
investigated 42 language-related journals certified by the Ministry of Science, Research,
and Technology in Iran which focused on language teaching and learning in the time
span of 2010 to 2022. After specifying the inclusion and exclusion criteria, the first
author used keywords such as technology, computer, mobile, flipped classroom, blended
learning, online, digital, and their combinations and reached 225 articles. At the
beginning of the study and during the data collection stage, the first thing that was felt
was the lack of CALL studies in general and the severe lack of such studies, specifically
in the field of Persian language education. However, in the last years of the adopted
period, we saw a higher frequency of CALL studies in Iran which might be due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the need for more usage of educational technologies and
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online education. Another reason can be the familiarity and access of teachers and
language learners to educational technologies. The results also indicated that multimedia
tools have the largest contribution to CALL studies. In other words, CALL researchers
and educators prefer to use multimedia tools more than other technologies which might
be due to their availability, affordability, and rudimentary nature of these tools compared
to newer and more complex ones. Among the studies that dealt with language skills and
components, the largest share belongs to the writing skill and the least to the listening
skill. Data analysis also revealed that the first place among the data collection tools
belongs to the pre/post-tests (n=142), and questionnaires and interviews are in second
and third places, respectively. The least used tool in data collection processes is
researcher’s notes/journals (n=4). The studies fall within four main research method
categories. The gquantitative method has been the most popular research methodology
(n=86). After that, mixed methods, qualitative, and literature review methods were
placed in second to fourth positions. Regarding the taught languages, the largest share
of studies is devoted to the English language, equaling 193 studies out of 225 studies.
Interestingly, with 12 studies, Persian language has taken a tiny share of studies.
Therefore, the need to research Persian education with technology in a world that is
moving toward using technology in all disciplines is an undeniable need. Moreover, the
results showed that a large number of studies focused on language skills and
components, and in the second place on the psychological aspects, such as attitude,
creativity, motivation, autonomy, self-efficacy, self-control, self-regulation, cognitive
and metacognitive processes or strategies, teachers’ teaching styles, personality type,
willingness to communicate, to name a few. Finally, many studies did not have a
theoretical underpinning at all, and only 41 out of 225 studies enjoyed a theoretical
framework in the form of a theory or model; among them, the most used was Vygotsky’s
sociocultural theory (n=12). In conclusion, the researchers suggested further studies on
CALL, particularly in Persian language teaching and learning. Also, we believe that
language researchers in other taught languages at Iranian universities, including Arabic,
French, Russian, and German, should start to investigate the benefits and barriers to
CALL.

Keywords: Teaching Persian to Speakers of Other Languages (TPSOL), Computer-
Assisted Language Learning (CALL), CALL research, Persian as a second language,
Systematic Analysis
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