Journal of Teaching Persian to Speakers of Other Languages

(JTPSOL) Print Issn:5394-2322
Biannual Scientific Journal [FICHONICISSIE20(G SSOH

An Introduction to the Academic Writing Education Analysis Review
according to the Task-Based Method in Persian language Teaching Sources
(Case Study: The Fifth Volume of Modern Persian Language Teaching)

Arezu Aminkhandaghi

Ph.D. of Language and Persian Literature, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.
arezu.aminkhandaghi@gmail.com

Ehsan Ghabool”

Corresponding Author, Associate Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

ghabool@um.ac.ir

Edmond Herzig

Professor of Iranian studies, Oxford University, Oxford, England.
edmund.herzig@orinst.ox.ac.uk

Mohammad Taghavi

Associate Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.
taghavi@um.ac.ir

Abstract:

Academic writing is a basic skill for non-Persian speaker students, and the task-based method
is one of the up-to-date and efficient methods in language teaching. Therefore, in order to
improve this skill, it is necessary to examine its teaching status. An important measure for the
critical survey of teaching academic skills is to examine source books. Despite its importance,
no independent review has been devoted to study and critically analyze the academic writing
teaching sources, so far; Therefore, the purpose of this research is to develop a review to
evaluate these sources for which the fifth volume of Modern Persian Language Teaching book
series was selected. After explaining academic writing and the principles of the task-based
method, a multi-index review was designed; Then, all types of tasks in the above said book were
analyzed into three categories: direct writing tasks, indirect writing tasks, and non-related
writing tasks. Its direct and indirect writing tasks were analyzed using the innovative review
indexes. The result of this research is a review, designed and invented to analyze academic
writing education according to the task-based method based on the main and up-to-date sources
of the field of language teaching knowledge, as well as criticism and evaluation of one of the
common books in teaching Persian. We can generalize the intended review and the mentioned
course criticism method to other language teaching books. The findings of this research show
that the studied source is at an averaae level in terms of compliance with the task-based method.
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Introduction

The acquisition of academic writing skills is crucial for Persian university students,
particularly for non-Persian speaking individuals and the task-based method is one
of the efficient methods in language teaching. Consequently, due to the necessity
and importance of academic writing, it becomes imperative to analyze and
investigate educational resources catering to this essential skill as a key aspect of
the educational process. This study undertakes an in-depth examination and critical
survey of the current teaching practices of Persian academic writing to non-Persian
speakers, with a specific focus on evaluating the available educational resources.
Drawing upon the effectiveness and efficiency of the task-based method in language
teaching, a dual approach is recommended. First, the pedagogical principles and
strategies of the task-based method should be integrated into educational resources.
Second, educational content producers and instructors should apply appropriate
methods derived from task-based methods to enhance the quality of language
education. Continuous evaluation and review of educational resources and teaching
methods, utilizing reviews derived from efficiency methods like task-based
methods, are essential for identifying and rectifying potential deficiencies.

Academic writing is one of the seven elements of academic literacy (reading,
writing, listening, speaking, critical thinking, use of technology and habits of mind)
that fosters academic success, primarily due to its emphasis on accuracy and
impartiality, setting it apart from general writing. Task-based method, supported by
Prabhu, emerges as an efficient approach for teaching academic writing, relying on
four fundamental language assumptions: (1) language as a medium for conveying
meaning, (2) utilization of multiple language patterns (structural, role-based, and
interactive) in task-based teaching, (3) vocabulary's fundamental role in language
use and acquisition, and (4) conversation as the central focus and basis for language
learning. Within this language teaching approach, language learning is primarily
facilitated through communicative and meaningful tasks, prioritizing the accurate
and fluent use of language rather than solely focusing on grammatical correctness.
Central to this approach is the fundamental premise that language acquisition is
enhanced when learners engage with real-life contexts, as opposed to adhering
solely to the principles of formal grammar rules within the classroom. The task-
based method, at the core of this approach, emphasizes the subject matter of the task
itself. A task is defined as a structured plan wherein learners practically engage with
language to achieve measurable outcomes that assess the conveyance of accurate
and appropriate content. Furthermore, these tasks aim to elicit language usage
resembling that of real-world situations, encompassing diverse standards,
frameworks, and language varieties.
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Despite the significance and necessity of compiling reviews based on up-to-date
and reliable sources of task-based teaching which has the capacity to criticize and
assess, no comprehensive review has been conducted regarding the teaching of
Persian academic writing to non-Persian speakers. This article fills this research gap
by presenting a review of language teaching books focusing on academic writing
skills, employing the principles and techniques of task-based methods. The
evaluation and criticism specifically target the fifth volume of the Modern Persian
Language Teaching book series. The research questions guiding this study
encompass (1) the characteristics of academic writing skill review in language
teaching texts according to the task-based approach, and (2) the extent to which the
selected educational resource aligns with the principles and techniques of TBA
applying the aforementioned review.

Methodology

To address the first question, a questionnaire encompassing six indicators is
developed based on available sources and various expert perspectives on task-based
methods. The indicators and characteristics are then validated through a
questionnaire administered to 20 (more than two years) experienced Persian
language teaching lecturers from Ferdowsi University of Mashhad's Persian
language teaching center for non-Persian speakers. The final stage involves seeking
approval from seven experts.

To address the second question, the book's tasks are categorized into three types:
direct writing tasks, directly related to writing skills (summary, essay and story
writing), indirect tasks, indirectly related to writing skills (reading a text and
answering questions or reading a text and writing answers to its grammar exercises),
and tasks unrelated to writing skills (pronunciation exercises et.). After excluding
tasks from the third category, the direct and indirect writing tasks from the fifth
book are individually collected and analyzed based on the review's criteria and data.
The data related to direct and indirect writing tasks are subsequently compared
using a chi-square test.

Discussion

In this research study, a novel approach was taken to assess the effectiveness of
Persian language teaching textbooks in academic writing using the task-based
approach. Specifically, the fifth book of Modern Persian Language Learning was
chosen as the subject of analysis and review. To address the first research question,
an innovative comprehensive review, developed by the researchers, drew upon
theoretical sources and expert opinions and was designed in six key areas: general
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principles of task-based method, task cycle, focus on grammar, task dimensions and
characteristics, task types, and utilization of written tasks. This reviewer then
evaluated and analyzed the book's direct and indirect writing tasks based on this
research design.

For the second research question, the fifth book was examined in detail. Initially,
all the components within each of the six indices were recorded for frequency
analysis. Averaging these frequencies yielded the percentage representation of each
index within the total number of direct and indirect writing tasks. An aggregated
number was then calculated by summing up the averages for each indicator within
the direct tasks, as well as for the indirect tasks. Subsequently, the frequency
percentage of these indicators was determined by considering the proportion of
direct or indirect tasks in relation to the entire book. This analysis resulted in the
overall frequency of these indicators within both categories of tasks across the entire
book.

Conclusion

The findings reveal that the fifth volume of the Modern Persian Language Learning
book series demonstrates a 47.68% conformity with the task-based method (direct
tasks: 23.20%, indirect tasks: 45.27%). Overall, the book performs at an average
level in terms of quality, considering its alignment with the task-based method's
components and principles for teaching academic writing. However, deficiencies
are observed, particularly in direct writing tasks, which are crucial for enhancing
writing skills. It is important to note that the fifth book serves as a general Persian
learning resource, encompassing various aspects beyond solely writing instruction.
Therefore, the observed level of conformity in the writing section with the task-
based method can be reasonably justified and appropriate.
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