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Abstract:

Teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers goes beyond merely learning linguistic structures;
it requires a profound understanding of Iranian culture. This study aims to investigate the
role of cultural elements in Persian language acquisition and develop a cultural model based
on Maslow’s hierarchy of needs (1970). Data for this research were collected through semi-
structured interviews. The interview included eight main questions, which were initially
designed and then reviewed by five professional Persian language instructors for non-
Persian speakers. After incorporating their feedback, the finalized questions were used in
interviews with 23 experienced Persian language teachers. The obtained data were analyzed
using an qualitative analysis method. The findings indicate that each level of human needs
in Maslow's hierarchy has a direct impact on Persian language learning, and attention to
these dimensions can improve the teaching process. A significant achievement of this
research is the addition of the “identity" layer to Maslow's pyramid. This research
demonstrated that language learners who understand Iranian cultural identity establish
better connections with the target community and experience a more effective learning
process. Therefore, integrating cultural elements into language education not only facilitates
learning but also contributes to a deeper understanding of the social and cultural context.
Accordingly, this model is valuable for Persian language teachers, curriculum designers,
textbook authors, and policymakers in the field of Persian language education, and it can
help improve teaching methods and the production of educational content aligned with
Iranian culture.
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Introduction

The acquisition of Persian by non-native speakers is a multifaceted endeavor that transcends
the mere mastery of linguistic structures. It necessitates a profound comprehension of the
intricate tapestry of Iranian culture, which is inextricably interwoven with the language itself.
This research is predicated on the fundamental premise that language and culture are not
discrete entities but symbiotic components of a holistic communicative system.
Consequently, the effective pedagogy of Persian as a foreign language mandates a
comprehensive approach integrating cultural insights into the curriculum.

This study endeavors to investigate the pivotal role of cultural elements in the pedagogy of
Persian as a foreign language. By employing Maslow's hierarchy of needs as a theoretical
framework, this research aims to develop a cultural model that can serve as an invaluable
tool for language instructors, curriculum developers, and policymakers in the realm of
Persian language education. The significance of this research is underscored by its potential
to augment the efficacy of Persian language instruction through the seamless integration of
cultural insights into the curriculum, thereby fostering a deeper understanding of the Persian
language and its cultural underpinnings.

The research is grounded in the notion that language and culture are inextricably intertwined,
with each shaping and influencing the other. Consequently, it is indispensable for language
learners to not only grasp the linguistic facets of Persian but also familiarize themselves with
the cultural subtleties, nuances, and idiosyncrasies that underpin communication in Iran. This
extended abstract offers a comprehensive overview of the research methodology, salient
findings, and implications of this study for the advancement of Persian language education,
with a particular emphasis on the development of a culturally responsive pedagogical
framework.

Methodology

This research adopted a qualitative research design, employing semi-structured interviews
as the principal data collection instrument. The interviews were meticulously crafted,
comprising eight primary questions that were designed to elicit rich and nuanced insights
from the participants. The interview protocol was initially formulated and subsequently
validated by five seasoned instructors of Persian as a foreign language, whose expertise and
experience ensured the relevance and rigor of the research instrument. Their invaluable
feedback was integrated into the final version of the interview protocol, thereby enhancing
its validity and relevance to the research objectives.

The interviews were then conducted with 23 experienced Persian language instructors in
Iran, who were selected based on their extensive experience in teaching Persian to non-native
speakers. The data culled from these interviews were subjected to thematic analysis, a
rigorous and systematic method that facilitates the identification of recurrent patterns,
themes, and salient insights within the data. The thematic analysis entailed a meticulous
process of coding and categorizing the interview transcripts, which enabled the researchers
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to discern key cultural elements that exert influence on Persian language learning, as
perceived by the instructors. The identified themes were then meticulously mapped onto
Maslow's hierarchy of needs, culminating in the development of a cultural model that
elucidates the intricate relationship between cultural factors and language acquisition.
Results

The findings of this study corroborate that each stratum of Maslow's hierarchy of needs plays
a consequential role in the process of learning Persian. The fundamental needs, such as
physiological and safety needs, underscore the exigency of acquainting learners with facets
of daily life in Iran, encompassing cuisine, architectural styles, and social conventions.
Addressing these needs not only augments learners' vocabulary but also cultivates a sense of
security, belonging, and cultural immersion.

The needs for love and belonging accentuate the significance of social interactions,
interpersonal relationships, and communal values in Iranian culture. Instructors emphasized
the importance of incorporating cultural activities that foster social engagement, such as
partaking in Iranian festivals, participating in traditional ceremonies, and learning about
Iranian hospitality, which is deeply ingrained in the cultural ethos.

Esteem needs, which encompass self-esteem, self-worth, and respect from others, underscore
the importance of comprehending Iranian social etiquette, hierarchical structures, and ethical
values. Instructors underscored the necessity of educating learners about appropriate forms
of address, gender roles, and religious customs to facilitate effective communication, foster
intercultural understanding, and avert misunderstandings that may arise from cultural
differences.

At the higher echelons of the hierarchy, cognitive and aesthetic needs accentuate the role of
Iranian literature, art, and philosophy in language learning. Instructors observed that learners
who are exposed to these cultural domains tend to cultivate a deeper appreciation for the
Persian language and its expressive capabilities, as well as a more profound understanding
of Iranian cultural heritage.

Self-actualization and transcendence needs, which pertain to personal growth, self-
fulfillment, and spiritual enlightenment, underscore the importance of understanding Iranian
belief systems, values, and aspirations. Instructors suggested incorporating cultural content
that delves into Iranian mysticism, ethics, and social justice to provide learners with a holistic
and comprehensive understanding of Iranian culture, encompassing its tangible and
intangible dimensions.

One of the notable contributions of this study is the introduction of a "cultural identity" layer
to Maslow's hierarchy. This layer, positioned between esteem and self-actualization,
underscores the salience of cultural identity in the process of language learning. Instructors
noted that learners who cultivate a robust sense of connection to Iranian culture are more
motivated, engaged, and invested in their language studies, as they perceive the language as
an integral part of their own cultural identity.
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Conclusion

This study furnishes invaluable insights into the role of cultural elements in Persian language
education. By developing a cultural model grounded in Maslow's hierarchy of needs, this
research proffers a comprehensive and culturally responsive framework for integrating
cultural content into the curriculum. The findings of this study bear significant implications
for language instructors, curriculum developers, and policymakers, underscoring the
imperative to adopt a holistic, integrated, and culturally sensitive approach to language
education that encompasses both linguistic and cultural dimensions, thereby fostering a
deeper understanding of the Persian language and its cultural underpinnings.
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